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The piece is a mildly suspenseful VR narrative that takes viewers on a journey through a timeline, allowing them to
experience how genetics determine the future within the Tower of Class. In the year 2040, human beings have
achieved a significant milestone in genetic engineering, enabling the flawless customization of embryos. When we
can achieve perfection in "tailored perfection,” genetic technology becomes a tool for class inequality, and the
reproduction of genetics also becomes the reproduction of class.
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Dubbed as a government-funded business skyscraper, the upper
floors are rented to corporations, while the lower levels are
provided free of charge for low-income individuals. In reality, it's a
form of urban planning that segregates the affluent from the
underprivileged by using the facade of public construction. From its
spiral exterior to elevators requiring genetic verification for access,
this world conveys the notion of genetic supremacy to viewers.
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The “GenoCoin” becomes the officially recognized
legal tender by the Financial Supervisory
Commission. Upon birth, individuals receive
GenoCoins corresponding to their genetic traits,
with denominations ranging from 1 to 100. The
value is determined by the rarity and market worth
at the time of issuance. These Coins serve as the
currency for transactions and become the chips for
survival in this world.
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As you reach each floor, a
story unfolds.
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The Human Genome Project, initiated in 1990, aimed to map the human genome and identity its
genes and sequences, ultimately achieving the decryption of human genetic information. This
project was declared complete in 2003, with a vast majority of the human genome sequenced.

This means that, even though genetic technology might not yet fully intervene in or alter our body
composition or genetic traits, future generations are highly likely to create superhumans through
the evolution of genetic engineering. Philosopher Nick Bostrom's core idea of transhumanism is:
"The nature of humanity is malleable by applying science and other rational methods. These
methods not only extend the healthy human lifespan but also enhance our intellectual and

physical capabilities and strengthen our control over mental states and emotions.”
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Among the numerous issues surrounding genetically modified humans, we have chosen "Genetic
Modification and the Reproduction of Capitalist Class Division™ as the central theme. When we can
"customize perfection, does genetic technology become a means of perpetuating class
inequality? Being able to utilize genetic technology for the customization of perfect genes will
inevitably be accessible primarily to those who can afford it for an extended period. In this way,
the issue of class inequality not only remains unaddressed due to the reproduction of capital but
also raises the question of whether "the reproduction of genetics” will exacerbate these

inequalities in the future.
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In fact, we believe that the scenario described above is not just a future possibility. Currently, there
are already expensive genetic testing options in some self-funded prenatal testing packages, and
high costs associated with seeking assistance from sperm and egg banks for individuals facing
infertility. Moreover, these individuals have the privilege of selecting donors. In this way, the
"don't let your embryo lose in the starting blocks” mantra becomes a frenzied competition to
customize perfection, which has become the next hot commodity in capitalism. The term

“reproduction’ in this piece's themes not only refers to genetics but also encompasses class.
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In a society marked by social stratification and rapid advancements in Al technology, it's
essential to consider the worst-case scenarios to prepare for the future. Thus, in the work
"GENEration” we employ negative hypothetical futures to contemplate the issue. When
humans invent and use genetic traits as trading chips, talents become capital, and as genetic
engineering intervenes and classism expands, it further exacerbates economic inequality. This
results in only a select few benefiting from the genetic marketplace. What will the future of

humanity become under these circumstances?



